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From Captain L A Pettengell
Second in Command
The Royal School CCF
_____________________________________________________________________________

Dear Parent / Guardian,

1. INTRODUCTION 
Your child has the opportunity to join the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) in the upcoming 2024-25 academic year in either the Army or Royal Air Force (RAF) Sections.  The CCF is an MOD-Sponsored Youth Organisation that to provide the opportunities to develop leadership, and to promote the qualities of responsibility, self-reliance, resourcefulness, endurance and perseverance.  This is done within this disciplined organisation by means of training, during Lesson 6, currently on a Thursday and on exercises/camps/expeditions throughout the year.  In so doing, we give opportunities that are difficult to match elsewhere in terms of experience and price. The cadets are instructed by our team of Cadet Force Adult Volunteers, a combination of School Staff and members of the wider school community. There are also opportunities to go above and beyond the Cadet Syllabus if your child wishes during a second Lesson 6 session each week, currently a Tuesday. Most of our cadets do not go into the Services but the qualities cadets develop are equally useful and valued in civilian life.  

This letter outlines the opportunities available to your child in the coming year and highlights our expectations of them if they choose to join. Finally, there is important documentation for you to read, an electronic form to complete and return, along with details of payment of the annual CCF subscription.

2. COMMITMENT & STANDARDS
We believe that to gain maximum benefit from the CCF there is a level of commitment required and I ask for your assistance in enabling your child to meet this. We expect all students to be proud of being a member of the Combined Cadet Force and all that enrol do so for the academic year and attend every session appropriately dressed in their issued uniform (which should be clean and pressed) as instructed.  Students will be expected to come to school in their CCF uniform on days they have CCF.  Students who fail to meet our standards will initially be given warnings leading to disciplinary action and then, if no improvement is made, may be asked to leave the CCF.

3. EQUIPMENT & UNIFORM CARE
We will issue each cadet a full Army or RAF cadet uniform for the duration of their time with the CCF.  Your child is expected to care for the equipment or uniform that is provided to them, and any equipment or uniform that is significantly damaged or lost must be paid for.  By completing the electronic enlistment form, you and your child are agreeing to pay for any items that are lost or significantly damaged. 

Military grade boots that give ankle protection are compulsory in both sections. These are not provided by the Ministry of Defence (MOD) but will be provided by the CCF. We will also provide additional items of kit that are useful for the cadets which the MOD do not provide. We will bulk order the boots and other necessary resources for your child, the cost being included in the annual subscription cost.

4. DELAYED FINISH TO TRAINING
There will be occasions where a later finish on a training night is unavoidable because we are training off site or are required to conduct more in depth-training. Such activities include shooting, flying and special visits.  We will always attempt to give advance notice to cadets and parents of these dates which usually occur about twice a half term. CCF within Lesson 6 will normally finish between 16:30 and 16:45 although there may be instances where we are required to train up until 17:00.

5. VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
Cadets in the Sixth Form will have the opportunity to engage with an ILM Level 3 Award in Leadership. This is assessed in the second or third term of the school year and earns the student 8 additional UCAS points (approximately one grade increase on one subject at A-Level). All costs for this are included within the annual subscription.

6. EXERCISES AND OTHER EVENTS		
Please note that some camps/trips are specific to particular Services and age groups. Further details of each event will be distributed closer to the time in additional letters, but it is our intention to run the following activities for first year cadets:

i) EXERCISE ROYAL INITIATE 24 (BOOT CAMP DAY) – 06th JUNE 2024
All new recruits to both the Army and RAF Sections will undertake a ‘boot camp’ day, where they will be issued their CCF uniform, learn the basics of Drill, learn how to safely operate and fire the Cadet .177 Air Rifle and learn about Badges of Rank.

ii) EXERCISE ROYAL BASICS 24 (INITIAL RECRUIT CAMP) 04th- 06th OCTOBER 2024
Cadets new to the CCF of both Services are strongly encouraged to take part in this event, as it will be the only opportunity to complete the fieldcraft component of their Basic and 1 Star badges.  This camp contains essential lessons, activities and tests that would take several normal CCF sessions to complete. Failure to attend this event may restrict your child from attending subsequent training events as they will have missed key training serials.

iii) EXERCISE ROYAL RIFLES 24 (SKILL AT ARMS TRAINING DAY) 09th NOVEMBER 2024
First year cadets of the Army and RAF Sections are requested to take part in Skill At Arms (SAA) training on this weekend. This is the first half of a vital training package that will allow them to take part in live and blank firing exercises later in the year using the L98 A2 Cadet GP Rifle. Without attending this training, it will be a challenge for your child to take part in subsequent training events involving the weapons.

iv) WOLVERHAMPTON REMEMBRANCE PARADE 10th NOVEMBER 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk100148041]Cadets will represent the School at the Wolverhampton Civic Remembrance Service.

v) EXERCISE ROYAL STORM 25 (FIELDCRAFT EXERCISE) – MARCH 2025
Army section cadets will be able to improve their fieldcraft skills on this weekend exercise.  Further details to follow. 
vi) EXERCISE WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERER 25 – NAVIGATION EXERCISE – MAY 2025
There will be an opportunity for Cadets to complete a navigation exercise in the local area around The Royal School. This will allow them to complete the navigation component of their Army Cadet Syllabus.
[bookmark: _Hlk100148152]
vii) WOLVERHAMPTON ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE – JUNE 2025
Cadets will represent the School at the Armed Forces Day Parade in Wolverhampton.

viii) EXERCISE ROYAL ENDEAVOUR 25 (CCF SUMMER CAMP) – JULY 2025
Cadets will have the opportunity to attend a 5-day summer camp at a British Army Camp somewhere within the UK. This will incur additional cost due to the extended nature of the event.

ix) EXERCISE ROYAL BATTLE (AIRSOFT), dates to be confirmed.

x) EXERCISE ROYAL SKIRMISH (PAINTBALL), dates to be confirmed.

There will be other one-day visits throughout the term as opportunities arise.  These will be covered in separate letters. Cadets in the RAF Section will also have some limited opportunities to go flying with the Royal Air Force. There are also opportunities in later years (or for students joining at the start of Year 10) for Cadets to attend additional events including an annual CCF formal dinner, additional exercises, and residential Adventurous Training packages either with the Contingent or with the wider Cadet Forces.

7. CONSENT FORM, ENLISTMENT INFORMATION AND UNIFORM SIZINGS
[bookmark: _Hlk511849797]Please complete the Google Form towards the end of this letter with all relevant information that we require to enlist your child in the CCF by Wednesday 17th April. These will be regarded by the MOD and the School as your initial consent for your child to engage in CCF activities and training for the duration of the 2024-25 academic year.  However, most activities require additional event-specific consent, which will normally be issued along with the event letter through School Gateway. If any medical or contact details should change during the year, please contact me directly and I will update our records.

Information from these forms accompanies staff on trips and is kept at School to enable us to make contact in the event of an accident or emergency.

Additionally, these details are required by the MOD Cadet Database, which is used for medical emergencies courses. This Cadet Database is not passed on to third parties other than the MOD Cadet Forces.

8. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION COST
[bookmark: _Hlk511849893]The CCF is excellent value for money, with provision of activities to cadets both on and off The Royal School site. We pride ourselves on running a dynamic programme for Cadets and are keen that this should continue.  To fund the above activities and uniform there is an annual membership subscription of £70 each year. Please note that this subscription fee is non-refundable. If your child qualifies for Pupil Premium this value is reduced to £35. To access this reduced rate please contact me and I will arrange this.







9. [bookmark: _Hlk268725]WHAT TO DO NOW

i) If your child wishes to join the CCF, please complete this Google Form (https://forms.gle/htC9fQF5axtmKdvH8)  fully by Wednesday 17th April. Please do not submit this form more than once.

ii) Look out for the payment link to be added to School Gateway by Friday 19th April 2024. Please ensure payment is made in a timely manner as these funds are used to purchase your child’s uniform.

10.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CCF

i) CCF Website: https://combinedcadetforce.org.uk/ 
ii) The Royal School CCF Website: https://shorturl.at/bHLW1 
iii) The Royal School CCF on X (formerly Twitter): https://twitter.com/TheRoyalCCF 

If you feel that the cost involved is prohibitive, please do contact me in strictest confidence and I will see if there is any funding available to assist you. In the meantime, if you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,

L A Pettengell
Captain
Second in Command
The Royal School CCF
LPettengell@theroyal.school 
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